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Buck Rock Lookout

2006
Narrative

The Hume Lake Ranger District lookout fire season started out at Delilah Lookout, as we waited to open Buck Rock when the snow melted in late June.  Buck Rock went in service for the season on June 25, 2006.  That very day, as if to portend things to come, we began to hear the rumble of thunder.  On day two, Buck Rock called in down strike activity and by the next morning we had our first smoke report of the season – the Footman Fire near Boulder Creek.    In less than a month, the forest would endure the “lightning storm of the decade” with hundreds of strikes hitting the district over a two week period in July.  This happened to occur while primary lookout K Ball was off forest on a fire assignment in Big Bear.  Not to worry as BRF Volunteers cheerfully took over lookout duty, calling in 13 reports of smoke during this intense period of time. The excitement of thunderstorm activity was not to last, however, and the season slowly progressed through a quiet end of summer and into the fall, with only three other periods of lightning and 4 more smoke reports.  This is not to suggest that we weren’t busy as we were tasked with monitoring several WFURB fires for both Kings Canyon National Park and the Sierra National Forest.

At Buck Rock, it is not all about fire – The BRF annual Open House took place on July 2nd with over 400 people climbing the stairs to sign the guest book.  We offered barbeque tri-tip and hot dogs, cooked by our very own volunteers, presented awards to outstanding members Wendy Garton and Jeff Parker, and entertained guests with Smokey Bear, activities for kids and booths staffed with interesting merchandise.  On August 9th, we left our doors open to the public to view the sunset and full moon rise over Buck Rock.  Then on August 11th, we gathered on the rock outcropping south of the lookout and witnessed the wedding of volunteers Jeff Hannel and Stacy Reese.  There was something in the air, as there were two other separate incidents where couples became engaged while at Buck Rock. A total of 4,638 visitors signed the guest book this season.

At Buck Rock, the days were generally warm and sunny with an average temperature for the summer of 65 degrees and an average Relative Humidity of 36% (weather obs taken at 1300).  There were 14 days where lightning down strikes were observed on the district.  There were only 9 days where the RH dropped below 20% and only 2 days where we observed humidity’s in the single digits.  Rainfall amounts were minimal.  We had one significant winter storm before shutting down, producing about 3 inches of snowfall.
Buck Rock Foundation volunteers filled in as relief two days a week and during K Ball’s off-forest assignments on the Heart/Millard Fire in San Bernardino and the Day Fire on the Los Padres National Forest.  Until the lookout was shut down, the lookout was staffed every day except one during fire season due to the devotion of these hard-working folks.  Volunteers staffed lookouts for a total of 238 days, 68 of those at Buck Rock.  

Interesting wildlife notes:  The bushy-tailed wood rat (trade-rat) was not in residence this year.  However, the two resident ravens were back and became overly friendly.  They often perched on the catwalk railings or under the rock overhang on the southwest portion of the rock.  We hung once again hung a bird feeder which attracted numerous hummingbirds until the first cold snap in October.  The usual family of marmots hung out under the rocks at the base of the lookout; sightings of golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, goshawks, peregrine falcons, Coopers hawks, golden mantle squirrels, blue grouse, mountain quail, and an osprey.
For the second consecutive year the season came to a close without any significant weather event and on November 6th, at 1300, Buck Rock went out of service for the season. 

Fire Statistics 2006
· Total Number of Fires Reported by Buck Rock: 
19
· Number of First Reports:  


15*

· Number of 2nd Reports or Confirmations
  4
(Hume, Obelisk, Evelyn, Pond)


*This includes the Jeep, which was not confirmed although it shows up in the stats.

Hume Lake District, Sequoia National Forest             12

Sierra National Forest



 4

National Park Service



 3

TOTAL




             19
· Number of Smoke Checks



6
 
 Illegal burn



1
 Logging Equipment 


1
 Campfires



2


 Unknown cause



2
Staffing Statistics

· Buck Rock Seasonal Staffing (GS-seasonal employee and Buck Rock Foundation volunteers)

June 25, 2006 – November 6, 2006 -
Total Days = 133 


Volunteer Days 68

GS Days 66
Visitor Statistics

· Total Number of visitors who signed the guest book: 4,638
Fire and Smoke Monitoring
· Monitored fires for NPS and USFS: Tornado, Redwood, Goliath, Kettle Complex, Obelisk, Burnt, Roaring/Ridge, Valley View, Pond.
Project Work, Maintenance and Purchases

· Linseed oiled steps, catwalk, stringers, underneath cab and braces (BRF/SSCA)

· Sanded and painted picnic table (BRF)

· Built steps onto large storage shed (BRF)

· Repaired, painted and installed swinging gate at top of stairs and catwalk (BRF)

· Facilities inspection by SO (Steven Ray)
· Installed donated bench at base of lookout (BRF)

· Remodeled cabinet under kitchen sink and added linoleum (BRF)

· Added linoleum to kitchen shelves (BRF)

Inventory

Sanyo refrigerator

4 Burner Stove with oven

Water pump with faucet

Osborne Fire Finder

Wood Stove

Single bed

Stools (2)

Chairs (2)

Hard-line telephone

Bearcat Scanner

Bendix-King Base Radio

Portable shower with pump

Pentax 10x50 binoculars

Bushnell 10x50 binoculars

Compaq Laptop Computer

Belt Weather Kit (incomplete)

Kestrel 

Maps – Assorted forest recreation and topo maps

Operation Manual, which includes Fire Fighter’s Guide

Weather Books and Cloud Chart

Radio “boom box”

Dictionary

Clock

Table lamp

Coffee Maker

Telephone

Assorted bathroom and kitchen towels

Comforter/sheet set

2 Rugs

2 Power surge protectors

Fireplace tools

Trashcan

Broom, mop, dust pan

American Flag 
Flag pole

Tool Box:


Staple Gun (T-50)


Pliers


Small screw-driver set


Hammer


Drill with battery charger

Wish List/To Do’s

Tarp (small) to cover wood

Replace warped wood window trim pieces inside cab

Replace warped, rotting door frame (per inspection)

Add lock to bottom portion of the door

Rewire Malibu lights so the wire doesn’t come through door opening (per inspection)

Sand and paint the interior

Replace fluorescent light fixture with something more period appropriate

Remove all the scrap wood and old battery from underneath cab

Reconstruct the trail leading from picnic area to stairway – utilize Miramonte Camp,


Blue Card Crews or Shane Krogen’s trail crew.  

Build and install indoor historically correct cabinets
Cassette Recorder

Wind Sock

Flag Pole
